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Post-Activity: Reflection & Synthesis

Teacher Note: To ensure meaningful engagement we recommend that students engage in
reflection following their experiences with the interactive survivor testimony. Priority should
be given to student choice as each survivor testimony will resonate differently with each
student. Therefore, we suggest writing prompts either as individual writing assignments or
in small groups.

Option 1: Silent Discussion (Individual to Group)

Use this strategy to ensure every student has a voice. Learn more about the Silent
Discussion format here.

Focus Prompts:

e The Role of Luck: How did chance or luck influence the survivors’ outcomes?

e The Choice to Act: What factors lead a person to risk everything to save another
human being?

e The Choice of Silence: What factors lead a person to remain a bystander?

Option 2: Jigsaw Discussions (Cross-Survivor Analysis)

Best used if the class has engaged with multiple survivors. Learn more about the Jigsaw
strategy here.

Phase 1 (Expert Groups): Students who studied the same survivor meet to summarize
their experience. Phase 2 (Teaching Groups): Students form new groups with peers who
studied different survivors to discuss these universal themes:

e The Hierarchy of Suffering: Can we evaluate one survivor's experience as "worse"
than another (e.g., a death camp survivor vs. a hidden child)? Why is this
comparison problematic?

e The Legacy of Family: How do these survivors remember their mothers? How did
their mothers’ actions specifically save their lives?

e The Silence of the Post-War Era: Why was the world unwilling to hear these stories
immediately after the war ended?

e Current Impact: Has this experience changed how you think about being an
"Upstander" today?


https://www.readwritethink.org/
https://www.readwritethink.org/
https://instructionalmoves.gse.harvard.edu/
https://instructionalmoves.gse.harvard.edu/

Option 3: The Power of Words (Critical Literacy)
Analyze how language is used to dehumanize or to heal.

Part 1: Watch: “It Started With Words” - Claims Conference

e« How do words, specifically those used in hate speech and propaganda, contribute
to genocide?

Consider the use of words in each of the Survivor stories. Words don't just tell stories; they
have a powerful impact on how people see themselves and how others see them.

Ask students to consider:

e How did words impact how Fritzie, Marion, Aaron, and Rodi viewed themselves
after Hitler came to power and the Nazis invaded their respected countries? Can
you give some examples?

e How did words influence how others viewed them?

o Think about their neighbors and friends before the war.

o How did teachers respond to Jewish students?

e Precision of language is another factor to consider as we examine words associated
with the Holocaust. Consider the following words:

o extermination
o vermin

=  What images come to mind when you hear these words? In what context would you
use these words? Would you use them to describe people? Why or why not?

= Should the term “extermination camp” continue to be used? What are some other
ways to describe the Nazi death camps?

= How do words impact how we see ourselves?

e Can you think of contemporary examples of how words impact how groups of
people feel about each other and how people view themselves?

o What impact do you think this language has on the community it targets? On
the community using this language?


https://www.claimscon.org/2021/04/it-started-with-words/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark

o Why do you think people use this language?

o What can you do to counter this language when you hear or see it?

Option 4: Digital Reflection

If time is limited or for a hybrid classroom, engage students in a Digital Silent Discussion
(using platforms like Padlet or Jamboard) around a single quote from the "Power of Words"
activity.
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