
 
 

Identity Chart Activity 
 

Phase 1: Research & Identity Mapping 

• Distribute Identity Charts: Provide one chart per Holocaust survivor story. 

• Analyze Bios: Have students go to ‘Meet the Survivors’ page of the website and 
click on each Holocaust survivor to access and read their bios. Begin filling in 
Identity Charts. 

• Explore Timelines, Maps & Video Intros: Direct students to the ‘Journey Maps’, 
‘Story Timelines’, and ‘Video Intros’ for each Holocaust survivor. Have them add 
chronological or geographical details to their charts. 

 

Phase 2: Question Formulation 

• Compare & Contrast: In pairs or small groups, have students discuss: 

o What similarities and differences do you see between these stories? 

o (If studying one person): Compare what each of you chose to include on 
your charts. 

• Brainstorm Questions: Based on their research, students list questions they would 
like to ask the survivor. 

• Finalize Selection: Create a class list of "top questions." Students should record 
these (plus their personal favorites) in their Planning Guide. 

o Note: If students need inspiration, refer them to the ‘Example Questions’ 
section on each survivor’s page of the website.  

 

Phase 3: The Interview (Q&A) 

• Conduct Interview: Students ask their top 4–5 questions. 

• Take Notes: Ensure students document the survivor’s answers in real time. 

 

Phase 4: Reflection & Synthesis 

• Update Charts: After completing the Q&A, students add any final insights to their 
Identity Charts. 



• Small Group Reflection: In pairs, students discuss: 

o Which part of the survivor’s identity seemed most important to them? Why? 

o How did their identity shape who they are today? 

o How does the "power of memory" manifest in their story? 

• Class Wrap-up: Share final takeaways as a whole group. 

 
Tip: Use a Digital Silent Discussion Protocol for this steps to encourage participation from 
quieter students. around one of these questions.   
 

  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pc4cB62H48V4nYfy79CwDxq-MhtpMpVZ2LHQGtP8EG4/edit?usp=sharing


Identity Chart 
 

 
 



Voices of Survival: Personal Histories of Courage, Loss and Hope 
 
Which survivor are you speaking to? ____________________________________________ 
 

Question You Want to Ask Response from the Survivor Reflection 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
How do the responses from the survivor you talked to connect to the quote by Elie Wiesel, “Without memory, there is no culture. 
Without memory there would be no civilization, no society, no future?” 
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